
Research Resources (CFC website) 
http://clinical-fellows-council.jhmi.edu/research-resources/ 

 

JHU SOM research and grant opportunity resources: 

 Office of the Vice Provost for Research has a list of grants for postdoctoral fellows, internal grant 

opportunities, limited submission opportunities, and early career opportunities 

  Office of Faculty Development, Resources for Finding Funding, has a collection of links where grant 

opportunities are listed. The office is focused on faculty development, though some grants may be 

open to postdoctoral applicants:  

 Institute for Clinical and Translational Research has a section for funding sources for pilot studies.  

 Writing Accountability Groups can be helpful to develop good writing habits and become a more 

efficient writher. Consider joining the CFC WAG!  

 Sponsored Projects Office at JHU will help you write about organizational/business part of the grant. 

They will write about the budget, the percent effort, etc. Your mentor may be able to identify the 

specific person in your department who will help. General website:  

 Johns Hopkins Physician Scientist Training Program 

 Welch Medical Library 

 The JHM Professional Development and Career Office (PDCO) has two annual workshops for grant 

writing. More information on workshops, funding opportunities, writing strategies, and general tips 

on their website.  

 

What types of grants are available to clinical fellows? 

There are many external funding opportunities that are often specific to your specialty. If there are private 

foundations in your specialty, grant opportunities are often listed on the website. If you are in an area that 

bridges multiple fields, be sure to look into the foundations outside your specialty as well. Your research 

mentors, program directors, and department/division chairs may be helpful at identifying resources 

fellows have applied for in the past. JHU SOM also has some internal funding sources as well (above).  

 

Are there internal funding opportunities at JHU SOM? 

Yes, but these are often specific to your specialty. Your research mentor, program director, or 

department/division chair should be able to identify any available options. Two common sources are T32 

Institutional Training Programs and K12 Institutional Career Development Programs. There is also the 

Pearl M Stetler Award for women as fellows or instructors.  

 

What type of grants can help support me as a fellow or as I transition to faculty? 

 NIH National Research Service Award (NRSA) F32 Program for postdoctoral fellows 

 Young Investigator Awards (YIAs) from specialty specific foundations 

 Career Development Awards (CDAs) from specialty specific foundation 

 NIH K grants (K08, K21, K99/R00) for fellows and early faculty. The eligibility for fellows to apply 

for K awards can be department specific, but if you can apply as a fellow, a K award can help with 

transitioning to a faculty position.  

 

Are there funding opportunities for international trainees?  

Yes, international trainees are eligible to apply for NIH K99/R00. Other options include private 

foundations and through the JHM PDCO.  

 

How do I find out what grants are available at the NIH? 

http://clinical-fellows-council.jhmi.edu/research-resources/
https://research.jhu.edu/rdt/funding-opportunities/
https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/fac_development/researchers/funding.html#Resourcesfunding
https://ictr.johnshopkins.edu/
https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/fac_development/career_path/wags.html
mailto:cfc@jhmi.edu?subject=CFC%20WAG
https://research.jhu.edu/research-administration/
http://gme.med.jhmi.edu/pstp/
https://welch.jhmi.edu/
https://pdco.med.jhmi.edu/professional-skills/grant-writing/
https://researchtraining.nih.gov/programs/career-development
https://pdco.med.jhmi.edu/what-we-offer/for-international-trainees/


 NIH Guide to Grants and Contracts 

 NIH RePORTER is an electronic tool that allows users to search a database of NIH-funded 

research projects and access publications and patents resulting from NIH funding. You can look 

up grants that are already funded (to differentiate yours) and find potential collaborators. 
 Subscribe to the weekly NIH funding opportunities notices 

 

What are NIH Funding Opportunity Announcements (FOA)? 

A Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) is the publicly available document that contains all the 

official information (e.g., goals, deadline, eligibility, reporting) about a federal grant. These are issues by 

individual institues or a parent announcements across institutes. There are different types: 

 Program announcements (PA, PAR, PAS): highlight specific areas of focus 

 Request for Applicaions (RFA): narrowly defined scope and funds set aside 

 Parent Announcements: generally span breadth of NIH mission, by activity code (R01, R03, etc) 

 

What is an Early Stage Investigator (ESI): 

A PD/PI who qualifies as a New Investigator AND is within 10 years of completing the terminal research 

degree or is within 10 years of completing medical residency (or equivalent). Grants from ESIs are 

clustered for review in the study section and have a differential pay line, which can help your grant get 

funded.  

 

What are program officers and scientific review officers, and when should I contact them?  

A Program Officer is the person responsible for the programmatic, scientific, and/or technical aspects of 

a grant who can provide scientific guidance to investigators pre- and post-award. A Scientific Review 

Officer ensures fair and unbiased evaluation of scientific and technical merit and provides a summary of 

the evaluation. They are the point of contact for applicants during the review process.  

More information: 

 NIH Program Officer SOP 

 How to find the program officer for your grant  

 A guide for when and how to contact your program officer and scientific officer 

 

Should I contact the NIH before applying? 

It is always recommended to contact when you are thinking about applying for a grant. You can reach 

out to the Program Officer to discuss your grant idea (have specific aims page ready at the time you 

contact them). For applications with a budget >$500,000 in direct costs, you must contact the NIH prior 

to submitting.  

 

What is percent effort and how to I figure it out? 

Percent effort is a calculation based on the time necessary to fulfill 100% of activities for which an 

individual can be compensated, regardless of the number of hours worked. It is not based on a 40- hour 

work week or on a percent of appointment, however, the estimate of effort should be reasonable. Your 

percent effort should be appropriate for the grant, otherwise reviewers will not believe you are going to 

be able to do the research (K should be at least 75% effort, R01 should be no less than 25%). You can 

also put collaborators on a grant as well as techs, post-docs, and students on larger grants.  

 

General tips for mentored/training grants (e.g. K awards) 

https://grants.nih.gov/funding/searchguide/index.html#/
https://projectreporter.nih.gov/reporter.cfm
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/listserv.htm
https://www.niaid.nih.gov/research/program-officers
https://www.niaid.nih.gov/grants-contracts/new-tool-find-program-officer
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/resources/contacting-nih-staff.htm


 Start planning 6-9 months before you plan to submit 

 Training and mentor sections are as important as the grant itself. Make sure you identify why you 

need additional training if you already have research training.  

 Mentor letter and letters of recommendation should mirror your overall path and training plan 

 Institutional letter should specify your clinical time (25% or less) and what exactly your 

responsibilities will be 

 Plan to submit to Hopkins about 3 weeks before NIH deadline. You can still make revisions during 

this time. Usually, the internal deadline for all documents is 1 week before the grant submission 

date for all grants.  

 

If you have a K grant here but are taking a faculty position at another academic center, is it possible to 

take your grant with you?  

Yes, it is possible to move your grant to your new institution. You should contact your program officer to 

discuss the details as they can vary between institutions. You will need to identify mentor(s) at your new 

institution, and the NIH will need to assess whether the mentor(s) qualify to be on the award with you.  

 

NIH grant tips and tricks: 

 Identify the people on your study section. If there are Hopkins faculty, ask to discuss your grant with 

them. Faculty from your institution will recuse themselves during your grant discussion and can’t 

review your grant, so take advantage of any advice/expertise they can offer to improve your grant.  

 Help your application get to the right study section by submitting an “Assignment Request Form” 

with your grant application. If you know the study section to which your grant will be going, find out 

who will be on that study section as they are usually the leaders in your field. Consider citing their 

work in your grant which demonstrates you know the field as well.  

 Want to know how a study section is conducted and more information about the peer review 

process? Check out these videos at the NIH Center for Scientific Review and NIH Peer Review 

Revealed.  

 

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/forms-e/general/g.600-phs-assignment-request-form.htm
https://public.csr.nih.gov/NewsAndPolicy/PeerReviewVideos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fBDxI6l4dOA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fBDxI6l4dOA&feature=youtu.be



